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26th June 2020 
School Update 

Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
It has been wonderful to welcome back groups of our Early Years pupils this week and we are 
really looking forward to seeing children in Years 5, 4, 3 & 2 for half-day sessions next week. I 
would like to start this update by simply thanking you for all of the supportive comments we’ve 
been receiving at the gate. These are challenging times for everyone but we are definitely 
making progress. 
 
Arrangements for Years 2 – 5 returning  
You should now have received an offer of a session either from 09:00 -12:00 or from 13:00 – 
16:00 for a relevant day next week. Children from these classes should enter via Gate 1. 
Parents collecting their children at the end of a session should also enter via Gate 1. 
 
End of Year Reports 
You will be receiving a summary report of your child’s learning based on assessments carried 
out at the end of the spring term. This report will be issued before the end of term and you will 
also be informed about your child’s teacher for next year. 
 
Communication  
We recognise the importance of having excellent communication between home and school. In 
the week beginning Monday 6th July, your child’s current teacher will make a telephone call to 
you. During this call, you will be able to not only share information about your child and your 
situation, but also to mention any anxieties you or your child may have about the return to 
school in September. The teacher will then share this with the child’s new teacher so that 
these anxieties are considered. 
 
Parent Conferencing 
Following consultation between the school’s senior leaders and governors, we wish to do 
everything in our power to have a successful start to the new academic year in September. For 
this to be possible, we feel that it’s important that each of you have an opportunity to speak 
privately with your child’s new teacher prior to your child returning. Therefore, we will be 
arranging 20 minute sessions either face to face or via Zoom with each of you. 
 
We cannot predict either the situation we’ll be facing in September or the challenges that your 
child may have experienced over the summer. Consequently, these sessions will take place 
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from Wednesday 2nd September – Friday 4th September so that we have the best information 
possible to act upon. Teaching in the autumn term will then begin on Monday 7th September. 
We believe that this delay of three school days will be worthwhile because parents and 
teachers will have a clear understanding about the term ahead through these discussions. 
 
Christmas Performance Dates 
We all need something to look forward to. Whilst we don’t know the circumstances surrounding 
our ability to have large audiences or not, we are committed to using the expressive arts as an 
important part of our return to normal. We have added a third performance of our junior 
production. Please place the following dates in your diary and let’s just hope that you’ll be able 
to watch in person. We will live stream otherwise. 
 
Tuesday 1st December: 2:00pm – Nursery & Reception nativity in school hall 
Wednesday 2nd December: 2:00pm – Nursery & Reception nativity in school hall 
Thursday 3rd December: 2:00pm – Years 1 & 2 nativity in St Leonard’s Church 
Friday 4th December: 10:00am – Years 1 & 2 nativity in St Leonard’s Church 
Tuesday 8th December: 6:00pm – KS2 Production in school hall 
Wednesday 9th December: 6:00pm - KS2 Production in school hall 
Thursday 10th December: 6:00pm - KS2 Production in school hall 
 
Christmas Carol Service 
This will take place at St Leonard’s Church on Wednesday 16th December at 6:00pm 
 
Google Classrooms 
In the event of it not being possible for our school to be open to all pupils, teachers will be 
receiving training in the next few weeks on how to use Google Classrooms effectively in order 
to provide more interactive learning opportunities from September. If we are able to be open 
for all pupils every day, we will still be using this facility to provide opportunities for specific 
aspects of homework. This will be a key tool in keeping strong communication between home 
and school as we move forward. Children in Nursery and Reception will continue to use the 
See-Saw facility which has been working so well. 
 
Finally… 
Much has been published and broadcast in the media about recovery plans and catch-up 
learning, and I wish to reassure all of you. Your child’s knowledge and general abilities will not 
have unduly suffered during this period of extended absence from school. What will have been 
affected is their ability to sustain concentration and their stamina for writing in particular. 
However, much like sports people following an extended absence, the idea that an intense 
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period of full on training will make a positive difference is nonsense. What is required is a 
measured and thoughtful programme involving resetting and restarting before children can 
reach and then exceed their previous standards. There is no need for panic. 
 
Neither you nor your children have been on holiday during this period. You have all had a lot to 
deal with. The summer holiday is a time for you all to take a complete break from schoolwork 
without feeling anxious or guilty about it. We are composing a plan that aims to have the vast 
majority of our children meeting their age related expectations by the end of February 2021. 
This is challenging but genuinely achievable as long as we work together when we return in 
the autumn. We will publish a summary of this plan before we break for the summer. 
 
Thank you for all that you have done to support your children since March. Whatever you have 
managed to do will have been enough. Don’t let the WhatsApp groups or Streatham Mumsnet 
spook you into thinking otherwise! 
 
With appreciation for all of your support. 
 
 
 
 
Mr Simon Jackson 
 
Head Teacher 
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