
Year 1/ Year 2 Curriculum Map    2017-2018 

St Leonard’s C.E. Primary School 

 Autumn 1 
Unit: The Magical 

Toymaker 
Unit: History – 
People of the Past 

Autumn 2 
Unit: Time 
Travellers 

Unit: All Dressed Up 

Spring 1 
Unit: Buildings 

Science- Earth Our 
Home  

Spring 2 
Unit: I’m Alive 

Unit:  
Science- Super 

Humans 

Summer 1 
Unit: Science ‘It’s 

Shocking’  
Unit: Flowers and 

Insects 

Summer 2 
Unit: Hooray, Let’s 

go on Holiday 
Unit: From A-B 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Science we will 
be learning: 

  How to sort toys 
based on what they 
are made out of 

 
 Which materials 
can be bent, 
squashed, twisted 
or stretched 

 
What materials are 
best for making a 
bath toy 

 
 About pushes and 
pulls, and how 
things move 

 

 How we can sort 
materials 

  
 How to carry out a 

scientific 
investigation 

  
 Which materials 

will keep us warm 
or dry 

 

How to test the 
strength of 
structures 

About materials 
used in structures 

 About the plants 
and animals living in 

forest. 

 About different 
types of trees 

  
 About plants and 

animals that live in 
other habitats 

  
 How to sort living 

things into different 
groups 

  
 What a micro-

habitat is and what 
creatures live 
there 

  
 How animals are 

adapted to their 
environment 

  
 How living things 

Where we can find 
living things 

 
How living things 
move 

 
 How living things 
grow and change 

 
 What all living 
things need 

 
 How living things 
stay healthy 

What the main 
external parts of the 
body are called 

 What the five 
human senses are 

  
 How we can see, 

hear, smell, taste 
and touch 

  
 How the brain 

connects to other 
body parts 

  
 How to eat 

healthily and get 

 About static 
electricity 
 
 How we can use 
static electricity 

 
What battery-
operated toys can 
do 

 
How to make our 
own electrical circuit 
 
Electricity at home 
and in the 
classroom 

 
About the dangers 
of electricity 

 Where flowers and 
insects prefer to 
live and grow 

  
 How and where 

seeds grow 
  
 How to set up 

tests to discover 
how plants use 
water 

  

 
 

How to make our 
own sail boats and 

aeroplanes 



depend on each 
other 

 

enough exercise 
  
 How and why we 

use medicines 
  
 Why body hygiene 

is important 

 

  

 How to grow lots 
of different things 

  
 How beans grow 
 About the life 

cycles of insects 
 About ants and 

bees 

 
 

In History we will 
be learning: 

 About toys and 
games from the past 
 
  How to decide if a 
toy is new or old 

 
 How to create our 
own toy museum 

 
 How we can learn 
about the past in 
different ways 

Exploring the 
decisions that rulers 
had to make in the 
past 

Using a living graph 
to explore how a 
person from history 
might have been 
feeling 

Finding out about a 
famous explorer 
using maps and role 

 Learning how to 
create a timeline 
 
  Finding out about 
events that are 
important to us 

 
 Using objects to 
find out more about 
an event 

 
 Learning about 
important events 
that happened in 
our local area 

 
 Learning about an 
event by 
interviewing 
someone who was 
there 
 
Using different 
sources to learn 
about a national 
event 
 
Exploring events of 

How buildings were 
made in the past 

 
 How buildings have 
been used in the 
past 

 
How people 
travelled in the past 

  What we did before 
electricity 

 The holidays that 
we have had in our 
own past 

 
 The holidays that 
our families and 
other people had in 
the past 
 
 What is the same 
and what is different 
between holidays in 
the past and today 

 
About some of the 
wonders of the 
world 
 
About transport in 
the past 

 
How to make a 
timeline to show 
when different types 
of transport were 
invented 

About exploring 



 Play 

Comparing an 
explorer from the 
past with a modern-
day explorer 

Finding out about a 
famous scientist 

Finding out about 
important inventors 
and their inventions 

Comparing what life 
was like at different 
times in the past 

 

global significance 
by asking and 
answering questions 

About clothes 
people wore in the 
past 

About comparing 
clothes ‘then’ to 
‘now’ 

 

different types of 
transport from 
myths and legends 

 

 
 

In Geography we 
will be learning: 

  What people wear 
in different 
countries 

  
 What the climate is 

like in different 
parts of the world 

  
 How the weather 

affects what 
people wear 

 

About different 
houses, homes and 
other buildings 
around the world 

 
How to use maps 
and atlases to 
locate the different 
countries these 
buildings are in 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 About places where 
plants and animals 
live 

 
About different 
places where we 
can live 

 
About animals that 
are endangered 

 About honey and 
silk production 

  
 About the 

migration of the 
Monarch butterfly 

  

 How we travel to 
school 

  
 How to make 

maps to record our 
journey to school 

  
 How to create our 

own train journey 
around the host 
country 

  
 How we can travel 

to different 
countries 

  
 How to create our 

own activity 
holiday 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

In Art we will be 
learning: 

 Exploring portraits 
of famous people 
from the past 

  
 Creating a portrait 

of a friend 
  
 Exploring the work 

of famous artists 
  
 Painting a scene in 

the style of a 
famous artist 

 

 

 

 

 How to create our 
own tartan design 

  
 About symmetry in 

design 
  
 How to make 

repeat patterns 

 

How to draw 
pictures of local 
buildings 

 
How to make and 
decorate models of 
buildings 

 
How to make prints 

How to draw 
movement in 
animals and people 

 
 How to create a still 
life picture 

 How to create a 
sand art sculpture 

 
 About some of the 
pictures that are 
used to record 
holidays 

 
How we can record 

our holidays 
 

About the designs of 
some holiday 

souvenirs 

 About paintings of 
flowers and 
insects 

  
 How to make 

paintings and 
models of flowers 
and insects 

  
 How to use 

symmetry to make 
paintings of 
insects 

  
 How to create a 

garden in the 

 How to create our 
own futurist 
painting to capture 
the speed and 
movement of 
transport 

  
 How to create a 

boat collage in the 
style of Turner and 
Monet 

 



classroom 

 

 
 

In Design 
Technology we will 

be learning: 

 About ‘magic’ toys 
that fool our eyes 

 
How to design and 
make our own board 
game 

 
 How to design and 
make our own 
puppets 

 

 How wool is made 

How to make a 
weaving on a 
cardboard ‘loom’ 

What felt is and how 
it is made 

About different 
methods of 
fastening clothes 

 

How to make picture 
frames 

 
How to make 
models of houses 

 
How to make a 
habitat and nesting 
box for bees 

How to plan and 
prepare a healthy 

meal  

How to design and 
make a torch 

 How to make a 
‘vehicle’ to 
transport a small 
toy from one place 
to another 

  
 How to make 

plans for vehicles 
  
 How to test our 

vehicles to see 
how well they work 

 

In PE we will be 
learning: 

 About how different 
toys move 

 

  About the different 
ways we can move 

 
How to put on a 
‘lively’ performance 

 

  

 
In Music we will be 

learning: 
 

Exploring music by 
a famous composer 

Creating our own 
music to tell the 
story of our famous 
composer 

 
 

 About the structures 
of tunes and songs 

 
 About comparing 
our own music 

 

 About the music of 
the famous 

composer, Rimsky-
Korsakov 

 About the sounds 
different types of 
transport make 

  
 How to create our 

own ‘sound 
journey’ 

 

 
In Society we will 

be learning: 

 About protective 
and reflective 

clothing 

About the loss of the 
world’s forest 

habitats 

  About keeping 
stick insects as 
pets 

  
 About people who 

help us 

 How to stay safe on 
holiday 

 
 What a pilgrimage 
is 
How to cross roads 
safely 



 About bicycle and 
road safety 

  
 About people with 

restricted mobility 

 

 
 
 
 
 

In International we 
will be learning: 

 How to design a 
toy/mascot to 
celebrate a special 
event 
 
 About a popular 
game from another 
country and 
teaching others to 
play it 

Exploring the idea of 
‘fairness’ 

Finding out why 
some people in the 
past wanted to 
make change 

 

Finding out about 
different festivals 
around the world 
 
 Comparing different 
types of festival 
around the world 
 
About the clothes 
people wear for 
special occasions 
 
How to design a 
school uniform 

 
 
 

About the different 
houses people live 
in, in different 
countries 

 
 

 How we look after 
the young and the 
old 

 
 How we look after 
the world’s people, 
plants and animals 

 
What malaria is and 
how we can prevent 

it 

How people in 
different countries 
use electricity 

About flowers and 
insects from the 
host and home 
countries 

About how climate 
and weather 
patterns affect life 
around the world 

About flowers as 
emblems for 
different countries 

 

 What is the same 
and what is different 
between the lives 
and home countries 
of the different 
children in our class 
 
  How to say ‘hello’ 
in another language 

 
About future 
holidays in space 
 
How children 
around the world 
travel to school 

 
 

 


