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13th May 2020 

 
School Update 

 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
Following the statement made by the Prime Minister last Sunday, I have met with the school’s senior 
leadership team and the governing body to discuss our options.  
 
We wish to respond positively to the situation whilst taking into account our specific circumstances and 
the understandable concerns people may have. As a result, we feel that we are able to meet some of 
the government’s requests but not all of them. Had we agreed to comply fully, we would have had to be 
open to 50% of our classes. We did not consider that this would be either safe or responsible. The 
response outlined below has been shared with all staff and with the multi academy trust and means 
that we can open to 25% of the community. 
 
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
Unfortunately, we will not be able to open the school for children in Nursery or Reception from 
the 1st June. The reasons for this have been shared fully with governors and the multi academy trust. 
These include the lack of staff availability due to shielding for a medical condition as well as staff with 
other complications preventing them from attending school. 
 
It is possible (though not certain) that we may be able to offer some form of EYFS provision in the 
future but this will not be until 15th June at the earliest. I acknowledge that this may come as a 
disappointment to parents of children in EYFS, but the government’s guidance has not been adequate 
enough to make this practical or safe for children and staff. The See-Saw facility for Nursery and the 
blog for Reception will continue to be updated daily from 1st June. 
 
Classes 1H, 1P & 6B 
These classes will be able to return from 1st June should you wish. Each class will be isolated 
from the other classes throughout the day, including having separate playtimes, lunchtimes and toilet 
facilities. I will write to parents of these children with specific details nearer the time, but key aspects 
worth noting are: 

 If you choose to send your child in, they will be in one room with their class teacher and one 
other adult as one group. We do not have the capacity to split into small groups as the 
government suggests. Any twins will be placed in one class only rather than split as present. 

 Parents who choose to keep their child at home will not be penalised for lack of school 
attendance 

 The class blog facility will return to occasional showcasing of learning rather than providing daily 
learning activities for completion 
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 You will receive a link to a survey on Monday 18th May asking you to indicate whether you 
intend to send your child into school or not. Please complete this survey as it will help us to plan 
more effectively. 
 

Classes 2G, 2S, 3M, 3W, 4H & 5V 
We continue to wait for government guidance for these year groups. In the meantime, we will 
independently consider how we may be able to safely make on site provision for these pupils. The 
remote learning arrangements for these classes will remain until such time as these pupils return. 
 
Children currently in Keegan Centre provision & children with Education Health Care Plans 
(EHCPs) 
Children currently attending school as part of our key worker provision will be able to attend from 1st 
June. Those from Years 1and 6 will join their peers. We will be carrying out individual risk assessments 
for children with EHCPs next week before deciding whether they are able to return. You will be 
contacted by a member of the school’s senior leadership team to discuss this. However, until an 
acceptable risk level is agreed, it is not to be assumed that your child will return on 1st June. 
 
Half Term 
The school is completely closed during half term, including for telephone queries. After Friday 22nd May, 
the blogs will not be updated until Monday 1st June. 
 
Finally, 
I completely accept that the current situation is concerning for everyone. As I mentioned in my previous 
update, we were always going to be facing a dilemma which would leave some groups of people 
feeling potentially frustrated or upset. I do not underestimate the challenges which you may be facing at 
home and can empathise with your feelings. I would like nothing more than to welcome everyone back. 
However, this can only be done when it’s safe to do so. You remain in our thoughts and prayers. May I 
reassure you that your child will not unduly suffer academically as a result of this pandemic. School 
staff will give very careful consideration regarding our curriculum content in order for children to be able 
to meet required standards in the future. We will get through this. 
  
I wish you all well as you continue to manage your anxieties and frustrations. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
 
Mr Simon Jackson 
 
Head Teacher 
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