
 

Hello and welcome to a new year at St. Leonards! We hope you had a 
fantastic summer. We are really excited to start working with your children 
in Year 2 and we hope to have a very productive year. In this newsletter you 
will find information about what we will be doing until December. Please 
take particular notice of the P.E days and the need to sign your child’s diary 
each week. If you have any questions for us, please do not hesitate to ask at 
the end of the day. 
 
With thanks, Miss Greenhall and Mr. Seymour.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information for Parents 
Class 2S 

Autumn Term 

English 
 
Phonics: Children will continue to have a daily 
20 minute lesson to consolidate their existing 
knowledge. We shall also be learning alternative 
pronunciations and spellings as well as 
introducing and teaching the past tense.  
 
Guided Reading: 
The children will have a weekly Guided Reading 
session in small groups where they will be 
encouraged to sound out and blend words as 
necessary and answer questions about the text. 
 
Writing: 
We shall be working on both fiction and non-
fiction texts this term. Much of our non-fiction 
work will be linked to our IPC topic ‘People from 
the Past’ and 'All Dressed Up’, and will involve 
different ways of presenting texts including 
writing recounts, letters and diaries. A unit on 
poetry will follow this with the children reading a 
selection of poems before writing their own verses 
based on the models presented in the poems. 

 
 

Maths 
 
 
In Maths we begin with a unit on counting, 
partitioning (splitting numbers into tens and 
units) and calculating. This involves: children 
counting on in steps of one, two, fives and tens, 
solving problems and explaining their reasoning, 
place value, reading and writing numbers to 100 
in figures and words and developing mental 
strategies for addition and subtraction. 
 
This will be followed by a unit on securing 
number facts. This will involve: addition and 
subtraction facts, multiples of 10, tables for 2, 5 
and 10, solving problems involving numbers, 
money or measures and patterns and properties 
of numbers.  
 
We will then be carrying out some work on shape 
where we be looking at properties of shapes, 
describing and visualising properties of common 
2-D and 3-D shapes, line symmetry and sorting 
and making shapes.  

  

Classroom 
Equipment 

 
 
 Your child will need to have these items at 
school:  

 P.E kit (Tuesdays & Fridays) 
 Reading Diary/Contact Book (Every day) 
 Reading Book (Every day) 

 
 

Dates for 
your diary 

 
3rd October – Trip to the CLC 
 
TBC – Trip to The Florence Nightingale museum 
(approximately £5-7 per child.) 
 
TBC – Trip to the V & A Museum (approximately 
£5. Per child) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topics 
 
 

We have already started our first topic 
‘Brainwave’ which will help the children 
understand how their brain works when 
they are learning. We will then move on to 
‘People from the Past’, and then after half 
term we will begin ‘All dressed up’. Please 
see the attached information. 

 

 

Homework 
 
 
Each week your child will receive a homework 
task which should only take then around 20 
minutes. Tasks will be linked to English, Maths 
or our topic. Homework books will be sent out 
on a Thursday to be returned by the following 
Tuesday. Offer your child help with their 
homework if needed but also please give them 
the chance to complete the work independently. 
    Children will also have a book allocated to 
their Bug Club account each week for them to 
read online. We would also like to stress the 
importance of reading the children’s ‘Stage’ 
books with them as much as possible to help 
improve their reading ability and understanding 
of texts. 
    Spellings will be sent out each Friday for the 
children to learn for the following Friday.  

 

 

Which day? 
 
 

P.E: 
 Tuesday 
 Friday - Sports Coaches 

 
Homework sent home - Thursday 
 
Homework brought back - Tuesday 
 
Reading books will be changed twice a week on a 
Tuesday and Friday. A box will be left in the 
classroom on these days for your child to put their 
books in.  
 
Contact Books: must be signed by a 
parent/guardian for Fridays. 
 
Bug Club: books will be allocated each Friday. 
 
Library: the children will visit the library every 
week to change their library books. 

 

 

Additional 
Information 

 
 
Please continue to ensure that all items of school 
uniform (especially jumpers), P.E. kits, coats, hats, 
scarves, gloves and book bags are clearly marked 
with your child’s full name. It also helps if coats 
have a tag with which to hang them in the 
classroom.  
 
 

  

Topics 
 
 

  We have already started our first topic 
‘Brainwave’ which will help the children 
understand how their brain works when 
they are learning. We will then move on to 
‘People from the Past’, and then after half 
term we will begin ‘All dressed up’. Please 
see below for detailed information about 
what the children will be learning. 
 
 

 

 

Enjoy this term! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  



 

 

People of the Past 
 

The Big Idea 

History is one big story, filled with important people who 
did many great things - scientists, rulers, artists, writers, 
explorers. By learning about these people and what they 
did, we can find out more about the qualities that make 
someone great 

In History, we’ll be finding out: 
 About the different decisions that rulers had to 

make in the past 
 How to use a living graph to explore how a person 

from history might have been feeling 
 About the life of a famous explorer using maps 

and role play 
 How to compare the lives of two different explorer 
 About the achievements of important scientists 

and inventors 
 About what life was like at different times in the 

past 

In Music, we’ll be finding out: 
 About the life and music of a famous composer 
 How to use music to tell the story of our famous 

composer 

In Art, we’ll be finding out: 
 What we can learn about a person from their 

portrait 
 How to create a portrait of a friend 
 About the work of famous artists 
 How to paint a scene in the style of a famous 

artist 

In International, we’ll be finding out: 
 About the idea of ‘fairness’ and what it means 
 Why some people in the past wanted to make 

change 

 

 
 
 
 

  

Brainwave 
The Big Idea 

Our brain is special because it does lots of amazing things. Once we understand how our brain works and what we can do 
to make it work even better, then we can improve the way that we learn. 

In this unit, we’ll be finding out: 
 How the brain works 
 About the personal goals that help us to become better learners 
 How to find out facts to prepare for a special challenge 
 How to learn and practise skills for a special challenge 
 How to record how well we are learning 
 How to use what we have learned to create our own special challenge 
 How to wake up our brain 
 How to look after our brain 
 How to design a classroom for learning 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  

All dress Up! 
 

The Big Idea 

Have you ever seen an elephant in a dress? Or a giraffe in 
a pair of jeans? Of course not, because unlike animals, 
only humans wear clothes. Clothes are an important part 
of our lives. They can keep us warm (or cool). We can 
wear different colours and designs and change them for 
different occasions, we can follow the latest fashions – 
and even make them ourselves! So what do the clothes 
you wear say about you? 
 
In Geography, we’ll be finding out: 

 What people wear in different countries 
 What the climate is like in different parts of the 

world 
 How the weather affects what people wear 

In Science, we’ll be finding out: 
 How we can sort materials 
 How to carry out a scientific investigation 
 Which materials will keep us warm or dry 

In Art, we’ll be finding out: 
 How to create our own tartan design 
 About symmetry in design 
 How to make repeat patterns 

In Technology, we’ll be finding out: 
 How wool is made 
 How to make a weaving on a cardboard ‘loom’ 
 What felt is and how it is made 
 About different methods of fastening clothes 

In History, we’ll be finding out: 
 About clothes people wore in the past 
 About comparing clothes ‘then’ to ‘now’ 

In International, we’ll be finding out: 
 About the clothes people wear for special 

occasions 
 How to design a school uniform 

 

 
 

  


